Mr. Gordon Macatee

B.C. Ferry Commissioner

On behalf of the artists community of Quadra Island | would like to inform you
that the present self-serving structure of the prices imposed by the BC Ferry
Corporation is debilitating to our livelihoods and, ultimately, to the survival of the
whole community.

As artists, we rely heavily on the tourist traffic to the island. We have observed a
steady decline of this traffic since 2003 with a sharp decline during the last two
years. Our reliable year-to-year customers refuse to visit the island, claiming the
ferry costs to be prohibitive. Reduced bookings to our tourism operators add to
the problem. Our arts-oriented bed and breakfast experienced a 50% downturn.
Our arts and crafts store is down 25%. Our wholesale business suffers, as the
delivery costs of both supplies and finished product have increased by 80% over
the last two years. Increased costs of travel to art shows and exhibitions
combined with the dwindling numbers of attending customers further cut into our
already low profit margin. The estimated decline in sales over the last two years is
30%. As a result, we are forced out of our profession, or forced off of the island.
We realize that the ferry prices are only one factor among many, including general
recession, inflation, and the price of American dollar. However, the ferry prices are
a factor you can change.

Our coastal communities are as much a part of Canada as any other remote
community of this country served by highways provided by the Ministry of
Transportation. The choice of place of living should not be restricted by the price
of that highway, especially when the restriction comes from the private, for-profit
organization. We believe that through the Coastal Ferry Act the Government has
failed us in its duty to provide adequate transportation. Therefore, we are asking
you to insist on:

» restoration of the coastal ferry system to where it rightfully
belongs, under the Ministry of Transportation;

» setting a ferry price structure that is affordable, predictable and
steady throughout the year.

We would appreciate your support to mitigate the problem caused by the high
ferry rates for our coastal communities. Help these communities survive.

Respectfully submitted,

Quadra Island Artists
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